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A leader in the field of EcoJustice Education, her scholarship focuses on 
exposing the deeply imbedded discursive roots of intersecting social and 
ecological problems as they are maintained by a hierarchized system of 
value and a globalized economic system. EcoJustice educators also work 
to identify those ways of knowing that recognize our imbeddedness and 
deep dependencies upon the larger living world.

ESRI Seminar
Toward Pedagogies of Responsibility:  

Wendell Berry, New Materialism, and our Work for the "Great Economy" 
 

 “The scientific-industrial culture, founded nominally upon materialism, 
arrives at a sort of fundamentalist disdain for material reality. The living 
world is then treated as dead matter, the worth of which is determined 
exclusively by the market” (Berry 2015, p. 7). 
 

This seminar explores connections between the work of American agrarian conservationist and author Wendell 
Berry and that of “new materialists” as they each seek to emphasize the living materiality of a vital and complex 
world. I will be particularly interested in outlining some of the major contributions of Berry, in particular the 
principles underlying what he has called “the Great Economy” as these form a foundation for a critical analysis 
of destructive neoliberal policies in education and more generally, and an outline for much needed “pedagogies 
of responsibility.” Some initial explorations of the work of Karen Barad, Jane Bennett and others will be brought 
to bear on Berry’s important work as these help to deepen the field of EcoJustice Education.                                                                        

4.00pm - 5.30pm in 4.66, Brooks Building, MMU (open) 

Workshop 
What is EcoJustice Education?: Learning to Challenge Value Hierarchies 

 

This workshop introduces the main organizing ideas in an emerging field known as EcoJustice Education.  We 
will examine why problems related to social justice and ecological degradation are not separate, what the 
discursive systems are that lead to violence within both human and more than human communities, and how 
to identify patterns of belief and behaviour that lead to more just, healthy, and sustainable ways of living 
together. Finally, these themes will be considered in light of our responsibilities as educators in a variety of 
contexts. 

10am-12pm, in Room E424, John Dalton Building, MMU  
(open to staff and postgrads; book attendance at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/what-is-ecojustice-education-learning-to-
challenge-value-hierarchies-tickets-18881020641) 

teaches courses on EcoJustice Education, a concentration in the Masters of Arts program 
in Social Foundations of Education. She also is Co-Coordinator of the Educational Studies 
PhD program at EMU. Rebecca is co-author of EcoJustice Education: Toward Diverse, 
Democratic and Sustainable Communities, with Jeff Edmundson and Johnny Lupinacci, 
now in its second edition (Routledge 2015), and many journal articles and book chapters 
focused on EcoJustice Education. She is also author of Seeking Passage: Post-Structuralism, 
Pedagogy, Ethics (Teachers College Press 2001), and is currently working on another book, 
Pedagogies of Responsibility: Wendell Berry and EcoJustice Education with Jeff Edmundson.  
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